
 
THE DOWNS SCHOOL 

CONSULTATION FOR ADMISSIONS ARRANGEMENTS FOR 2027-28 
 

The Downs School is consulting on its admissions arrangements for 2027/28, specifically on changes 

to its over-subscription criteria. The consultation will run from 1 December 2025 to 26 January 2026.  

Our proposed over-subscription criteria, starting from the academic year 2027-28 are illustrated in the 

table below. We propose to change our over-subscription criteria as follows: 
 

• To move the ‘Children of Staff’ criterion to criterion 2, just below ‘Looked After Children’. The 

rationale for this is to recruit and retain staff to areas that are proving difficult to recruit to, in 

order to maintain the high quality of education being received by students in The Downs. 

• To move children attending other Summit Education Trust schools to criteria 3 and 4, thereby 

prioritising them over those children who do not attend a Summit Education Trust school 

(catchment – criteria 5 and 6, non-catchment siblings – criterion 7 and all other applicants – 

criterion 8). The rationale for this decision is to support the sustainability of these schools in a 

period of time when birth rates are dropping and will continue to drop in future years. In 

addition, the decision supports our vision of achieving a ‘seamless education from 2-18, by 

providing a clear curriculum pathway based on collaboration between the different phases 

within the Trust. 

• To prioritise children, who have a sibling at The Downs School and live in either of the two 

catchment zones (see criteria 5), placing children who live in Catchment Zone 2 and have a 

sibling attending The Downs School above children living in Catchment Zone 1, who do not 

have a sibling at The Downs School. The rationale for this is to increase the likelihood of 

children from the same family attending the same school, to ensure continuity and to help 

families support the education of their children more effectively. 
 

The Downs School Proposed Admissions Over-Subscription Criteria in Order of Priority 

1 Looked after children and children who were looked after, but ceased to be so because they 
were adopted or became subject to a residence order or special guardianship order 
immediately following having been looked after. 
 

And 
 

Children who were previously in state care outside of England and have ceased to be in 
state care as a result of being adopted. By children previously in state care outside of 
England, we mean children who have been looked after outside of England by a public 
authority, a religious organisation or another provider of care whose sole purpose is to 
benefit society. The care may have been provided in orphanages or other settings. Evidence 
will be required to support an application, and the Admissions Authority will determine if 
the evidence provided is sufficient.  

2 Children of a member of staff who is employed by Summit Education Trust where the 
member of staff has been employed by the trust for two or more years at the time at which 
the application for admission to the school is made or the member of staff is recruited to 
fill a vacant post for which there is a demonstrable skill shortage.  The member of staff must 
have parental responsibility (sole or shared) for the child.  



3a Children whose permanent home address is in Catchment Zone 1 of The Downs School, who 
attend a Summit Education Trust Academy school and have a sibling, including step/foster 
sibling living in the same family unit, who is on the roll of The Downs School at the time of 
application and will still be attending The Downs School at the applicant’s time of entry.    

3b. Children whose permanent home address is in Catchment Zone 2 of The Downs School, who 
attend a Summit Education Trust Academy school and have a sibling, including step/foster 
sibling living in the same family unit, who is on the roll of The Downs School at the time of 
application and will still be attending The Downs School at the applicant’s time of entry.    

3c. Children whose permanent home address is in Catchment Zone 1 of The Downs, who 
attend a Summit Education Trust Academy school.  

3d. Children whose permanent home address is in Catchment Zone 2 of The Downs, who 
attend a Summit Education Trust Academy school. 

4a. Non-catchment children who attend a Summit Education Trust Academy school and have a 
sibling, including step/foster sibling, living in the same family unit, who is already on the roll 
of The Downs School at the time of application and will still be attending The Downs School 
at the applicant’s time of entry.  

4b. Non-catchment children who attend a Summit Education Trust Academy school. 

5a. Children whose permanent home address is in Catchment Zone 1 of The Downs School and 
have a sibling, including step/foster sibling living in the same family unit, who is on the roll 
of The Downs School at the time of application and will still be attending The Downs School 
at the applicant’s time of entry.    

5b. Children whose permanent home address is in Catchment Zone 2 of The Downs School and 
have a sibling, including step/foster sibling living in the same family unit, who is on the roll 
of The Downs School at the time of application and will still be attending The Downs School 
at the applicant’s time of entry.    

6a. Children whose permanent home address is in Catchment Zone 1 of The Downs School 
and do not have a sibling at the school.  

6b. Children whose permanent home address is in Catchment Zone 2 of The Downs School 
and do not have a sibling at the school.  

7. Non catchment children who have a sibling, including step/foster sibling living in the same 
family unit, who is on the roll of The Downs School at the time of application and will still 
be attending The Downs School at the applicant’s time of entry.  

8. All other applicants 
 

You can view the full proposed Admissions Arrangement for 2027-28 document via the link below: 
 

 Proposed-Admissions-Arrangements-for-2027-28-Consultation-Copy-.pdf  
 

We invite you to comment on the consultation if you have any concerns regarding the proposed 

changes. All responses to the consultation should be emailed to our Admissions Administrator, Tracy 

Silverthorne at tsilverthorne@thedownsschool.org .  Please label the email ‘Admissions Consultation’. 

Please note that your response should include your name and contact information.  
 

The Governing Body will meet to consider the responses to the proposed changes to our admissions 

criteria on 11 February 2026. The outcome of the consultation will be published on the school website 

as soon as possible following a decision being reached by the Governing Body.  

 

Mr Chris Prosser, Headteacher and Mr Andy Tow, Chair of the Governing Body 

28 November 2025 
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